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MASSAGE PARLOURS 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.50 pm]: I would like to talk about a bit of a sexual problem I am 
having in the City of Rockingham at the moment. I will try not to be as loud and passionate as I was last night, 
because this matter does not get me going at all. The problem I have, which seems to be ongoing and which is 
a very important issue, concerns massage parlours opening up in Rockingham in areas that are not designated 
under the City of Rockingham town planning laws for such business use. These sorts of massage parlours are 
probably widespread, but I am concentrating only on my electorate. A couple have opened up near areas where 
there are families and young children. I am talking not about brothels but about massage parlours that are 
probably offering a little bit more than just a leg, back or neck massage. The matter was brought to my attention 
by some of my constituents, but I did not go and personally investigate them. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: Did you send your staff? 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: No, I did not. Just wait, Hon Stephen Dawson, the story gets better. I thought I had better 
write to His Worship Barry Sammels about this sexual problem in the city and I mentioned a couple of salons 
that if they were providing sexual services should not be in that area. There are locations that are appropriate for 
those sorts of businesses and it is not appropriate that they be located right next door to families. 

The City of Rockingham came back and said that they would investigate the matter. I forwarded a statutory 
declaration. There was a security officer who did not want to put their name to a stat dec; but, I tell you, I am not 
reading that out tonight. I tell you what: reading Penthouse would be rated G when compared with that stat dec! 
The problem is that the City of Rockingham would not accept it. Apart from the complaints, the 
City of Rockingham was not able to do anything about it. It said that it is a state government problem; it is a 
police issue. I went to see the senior sergeant at Rockingham Police Station and said, “Listen, if they are 
providing a sexual service, they are in the wrong area and what can you do about it.” I have to say that the police 
went and had a look, but at the end of the day there is nothing in the law for them to prosecute because 
apparently they are not doing anything illegal. 

Hon Sue Ellery: And why is that? 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I will get to that, Hon Sue Ellery. 

I went back to the mayor and said, “Your Worship, the police cannot do anything about this. It is really a town 
planning matter.” In my opinion the City of Rockingham has been reluctant to do anything. 

This matter caught the attention of the media. A journalist from the Weekend Courier, a fantastic newspaper in 
Rockingham, decided to go there himself and get a massage. This was reported in last Friday’s paper, and he was 
very descriptive about his massage. I do not know if he got a reach-around or anything like that, but he was able 
to say that he was offered a sexual service, and he was prepared to put his story in the newspaper, which caught 
the attention of 6PR, the ABC and everybody else. They thought that it was unbelievable that a journalist would 
go to that extent to see whether there was a problem. The journalist did get offered a sexual service but I do not 
think he took it up. I thought that would be enough for the City of Rockingham to say that it has an issue with 
this. A journalist has gone in there and had a fun time and there are complaints and a stat dec. I would have 
thought that would be enough for the council to say that that business went against the town planning act and to 
shut it down or move it out. The City of Rockingham has been reluctant to do that, which is very 
disappointing. Maybe it is time this government relooked at that legislation and considered putting these sorts of 
businesses into appropriate areas. Maybe it is time we looked at legislation to legalise this industry—or not. We 
need to make sure that if the community wants those sorts of services that they are located in designated areas 
and out of harm’s way of young children. 

Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: If Hon Nick Goiran wants to make a contribution on that point, I am happy to hear that. If 
councils want to have this sort of business in their community, they have to start thinking about how they will 
monitor them. It is pretty naive of the City of Rockingham to send in a council officer to ask, “Are you providing 
a sexual service?”, and when the response is, “No, we’re not”, for the officer to say, “That’s fine, thanks a lot.” It 
was not that long ago that Kevin Mann, the proprietor of Zelda’s in Rockingham, which has been shut down, 
opened up an adult book store. I do not know how I can describe this without getting into trouble. The store had 
this service where people would pay two bucks and a curtain would open up and they would get quite a surprise. 
That is against the town planning act. Do members know what the City of Rockingham did? It sent in a couple of 
council officers, who paid their two bucks, “Wow, look at that!” That was enough evidence to shut them down 
and move them out. The council was prepared to go to those levels in order to shut that business down. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: How do we get those actions into Hansard? 
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Hon PHIL EDMAN: I do not want to do hand actions with Hon Stephen Dawson tonight; he can do that outside 
the chamber. We are not doing that in here tonight; it is not appropriate. We are talking about town planning. 
The City of Rockingham needs to take some responsibility for this. It is time for it to get off its backside, move 
these sorts of businesses out into designated areas, and out of harm’s way of children. Basically, if someone 
wants a massage or that bit of service that is fine, but do not do it in a place where everybody has to know about 
it. 
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